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Hennepin County partners with Augsburg and A’viands to offer organics 
recycling on college campus 
 
 Biodegradable materials are no longer being thrown into the trash cans of Augsburg 
College’s dining hall in Minneapolis. Students and staff now separate out leftover food scraps, 
food-soiled paper and non-recyclable paper from around 1,800 meals each day as part of an 
organics recycling program, the first at a private college in Hennepin County. 

 Nearly three-quarters of a ton of organics are separated for composting every week. 
Augsburg plans to expand the organics recycling program to their coffee shop, restaurant, and 
possibly even the student resident halls. The collected organics are composted by Resource 
Recovery Technologies in Dakota County, and the compost is used in professional landscaping 
and road construction projects. 

 A’viands Food & Services Management, the college’s food service provider, worked 
with John Jaimez, the coordinator of Hennepin County’s Organics Recycling Program, to design 
a program to collect compostable material at the college. 

 “The technical assistance provided by Hennepin County was invaluable,” said Gilbert 
Villas, food service director at Augsburg College. “Hennepin County staff helped us determine 
how much organics we are likely to collect for composting, helped us with the design of our 
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internal collection system, and provided us with signs, posters, and videos for promoting the 
program and educating people on how to properly sort the items that can be composted.” 

 The Environmental Stewardship Committee, a student organization on campus, played a 
key role in implementing organics recycling at Augsburg and expanding environmental 
sustainability activities at the college in general. The group helped promote the organics program 
and educate fellow students on how to properly sort their trash. 

 With recycling rates leveling off in recent years, organic waste is the largest remaining 
portion of the waste stream in which significant waste abatement hasn’t been achieved. About 
one quarter of the trash produced in Hennepin County is food scraps and food-soiled or non-
recyclable paper products. 

 Hennepin County provides financial incentives for organics recycling, and staff is 
available to provide free technical assistance to businesses to get started with an organics 
recycling program. For more information, visit hennepin.us, keyword search: organics. 
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